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According to the DRAFT Policy, new 
development would have to reduce emissions to  
15% below projected 2010 and 2011 values to be 
consistent with the state emissions reduction law 

of achieving 1990 levels by 2020. Note that 
almost all new development occuring in 2010 will 

still exist in 2020.

WA 1990 emissions 

2) Defining what BAU is likely to be in the 

future is very difficult. However, King 
County believes it can reasonably define 

current BAU emissions for the 
development sector as emissions that 

result from an action designed to comply 
with minimum county, state and federal 

regulations.

3) KC DRAFT SEPA and Climate Change Policy 

proposes that SEPA project actions that mitigate 
their GHG emissions  to at least 15% below current 

BAU emissions are deemed not significant with 
respect to climate change impacts. Under this 

proposed policy, this 15% significance threshold 
would remain the same through 2012. It would then 

be updated based on WA state GHG emissions 
reduction progress, data regarding emissions from 
new developments, and evolving legal mandates.

1) Washington's official forecasted emissions under "business as 

usual" (BAU) consider growth in population, employment, electricity 
sales, vehicle miles traveled, among other factors. Because these 

factors are included, new development is considered to be a part of 
this forecast. As part of the forecasted growth, to be consistent with 

these requirements, new development would need to reduce its 
emissions to comply with WA state emissions reduction law as 

outlined in HB 2815.

Draft Rationale for SEPA and Climate Change Policy being Considered by King County 


